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As a school community we were saddened to hear the news 
last night of the Queen's death. For almost all of us she was the 
only monarch we have known, and she has provided a constant 
presence in our lives. We will remember fondly the Jubilee 
celebrations we held in the summer and know the children 
understood her significance in our history.  
Queen Elizabeth served our country with grace and dignity, and 
many of the values she held true such as respect, responsibility 
and humility, are the values we try to live by in our school. We 
have marked the occasion today in assembly by looking at her 
life and service and children have started to write messages in 
a Kingham Book of Condolences. We will continue to work with 
our children to help them understand and navigate the period 
of mourning to come and changes to the nation thereafter.  

Parent Governor Vacancy 

Nominations for our parent governor vacancy close on Monday 
at 12pm.  If you have a keen interest in education and feel able 
to make a time commitment as a governor, you will be 
welcomed as a valued member of the team.  For further 
details, please see the information here, or fill out a 
nomination form.  

KPSA Annual General Meeting Next Week 

The KPSA AGM is on Thursday 15 September at 7pm in the hall. 
All welcome! Please come in via the Millennium Gate. 

Value of the Month: Unity 

We teach our students that values are key principles that help 
guide our behaviour. They are like guidelines that help a person 
choose between right and wrong or good from bad. Each 
month, at Kingham, we teach and promote one of 11 agreed 
human values in school. As well as teaching a little about the 
value, we weave the value into our lessons whenever it makes 
sense and endeavour to praise students that we see displaying 
the value. This month our value is Unity. 

 Unity is: 

 togetherness, 

 collective strength and harmony, 

 sticking together, even when things are tough. 

From the Head  

Despite the sad news at the end of this week, it has been 
wonderful to greet our new and returning students this week. 
Many new students and parents have started with us this 
week, and I really hope that you have enjoyed your start to the 
year and I look forward to getting to know you better. 

Over the summer, we have been busy preparing for the new 
school year. New flooring has been laid in our Infant block, 
brightening up the Year 1 and 2 classrooms. New furniture will 
also arrive for these classrooms in the next few days.  

     Infant corridor/teaching space      Year 2 Classroom 

Our library has been moved to a larger area outside the Early  
Years classes allowing us the space to build a new teaching 
space outside Year 2 where the library used to be. This teaching 
room now provides a quiet area for staff to work with 
individuals and groups of students.  

I am really pleased with the way the first week back has started 
and with the quality and enthusiasm of our students and 
teachers. It is also pleasing not to be starting the year writing 
to you about closures and restrictions. 

As the year goes on, I am sure there will be a few issues, 
mishaps and problems to solve. I am afraid this is inevitable 
when working with so many young people! Remember, we are 
always here to help, and do request that you avoid 
‘WhatsApping’ if you do have concerns, as in my experience 
this just magnifies the problem! Each new year brings changes 
and challenges, so if you do have any questions or concerns, no 
matter how small, please come and talk to us.  

I look forward to sharing in the magic and memories that I 
know this coming academic year will create!  

Gardening Club 

Once again, please can we ask if there are any parents who 
might be able to volunteer to help at gardening club. Sally is 
often on her own at the moment, and could really do with an 
extra pair of hands on Mondays after school. Please get in 
touch with the office if you can help in any way. 

https://www.kingham.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Parent-Governor-Election-1-1.pdf
https://www.kingham.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NOMINATION-FORM.pdf


Attendance  

Parents may be aware that a government White Paper aimed 
at improving education for our children was recently presented 
to parliament. A large section of the paper concerned 
attendance, with schools being urged to improve standards in 
this area.  

National data shows that those children who are regularly 
absent from school, and/or regularly late, do not achieve their 
potential and can fall behind. Setting good attendance patterns 
from an early age will also help your child later on. 

If your child has 90% attendance within a year, then they have 
missed out on 4 weeks learning (approximately 100 lessons).  

Being on time is also vital. Arriving late at school can be very 
disruptive for you child, the teacher, and the other children in 
the class. If your child is just 15 minutes late every day, they 
will miss 2 weeks of learning each year. 

By law, all children of compulsory school age must get a full-
time education, and as a parent, you are responsible for 
making sure this happens. Other than sickness and medical 
absence, the headteacher will only authorise leave in 
‘exceptional circumstances’. Taking holidays in term time will 
affect your child’s schooling as much as any other absence and 
we expect parents to help us by not taking children away in 
school time. Remember that any savings you think you may 
make by taking a holiday in school time are offset by the cost 
to your child’s education.  There is no automatic entitlement in 
law to time off in school time to go on holiday and as there are 
already thirteen week’s school holiday requests for term time 
holiday will be refused.   

This year, we will be asking the County Attendance Team to 
issue Penalty Notices for any unauthorised holiday. Penalties 
are currently £60 (£120 if paid after 21 days).  If penalties are 
unpaid after 28 days, a summons will be issued for prosecution 
in the Magistrates Court. This can result in a criminal record 
and a fine of up £2,500, a Community Order, Parenting Order, 
or ultimately a custodial sentence.  

We are aware that the above message may seem a bit hard-
hitting for us. We are also pleased to say that a large proportion 
of our students have attendance higher than the expected 96% 
and know that we are speaking to a minority of parents.  

But, we do believe that high attendance is so important and 
that the best way to communicate this is proactively at the 
beginning of the year. We also understand that when there are 
genuine attendance issues, the best way to resolve them is 
through dialogue with parents before other steps are taken. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

Healthy Snacks 

As a school we work with our pupils to promote and develop 
healthy lifestyles, which encompasses helping them to 
understand and enjoy balanced snacks and meals. Could we 
please encourage all families to try to send in snacks which 
align with this philosophy, such as fruits, vegetables, cheese or 
perhaps even a cereal bar. Where possible we would also 
encourage the same approach to lunchboxes, ensuring that 
treats are kept to a sensible level.     

Meet the Teacher  

Year 1 to Year 6 parents are invited to our informal Meet the 
Teacher sessions next week so you can catch up with your 
child’s new teacher, find out a little about the coming year and 
ask any questions that you may have. 

We have arranged supervision (for children who attend 
Kingham) in the hall. If you wish to attend, please collect your 
child as normal, drop them in the hall (via the playground 
entrance) and return to the classroom where the meeting will 
start soon after 3pm.  

We have tried to stagger the meetings a little across Infants and 
Juniors, but if you find you have sessions running at the same 
time, you may have to catch the beginning of one and the end 
of another.   

Uniform 

Our uniform policy is unchanged, with children in Reception 
upwards all expected to be wearing Kingham uniform: 

• White or navy polo shirt or white formal school shirt 

• Navy sweatshirt or cardigan (preferably with school logo) 

• Navy or dark grey skirt 

• Dark grey trousers, or shorts (for summer) 

• Navy gingham dress (for summer) 

• Navy or black shoes 

• Navy or dark grey tights 

• White, black or navy socks 

• Bookbag, PE Bag and PE kit 

If children require an additional bag (eg for Forest School 
clothes or other equipment) we prefer them to also use a blue 
Kingham backpack. However, if you already have a different 
bag then that is fine. Further details about uniform and 
jewellery are on our website. Alternative, non-branded 
uniform in the same style and colour is also acceptable. 

Diary dates 

Tues 13 Sep Meet the Teacher Y1, Y2 (3pm) 

Weds 14 Sep Meet the Teacher Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 (3pm) 

Thurs 15 Sep KPSA AGM – 7pm School Hall 

Thurs 29 Sep  Y5 Gloucester Steam WW2 Trip 

Mon 3 Oct Black History Week 

Weds 5 Oct Y6 Hampton Court Trip 

Thurs 6 Oct Individual/Sibling photographs  

Weds 19 Oct U11 Hockey at CNS (3pm) 

Fri 21 Oct  Last day of half term 

Mon 31 Oct INSET Day 

Tues 1 Nov First day back 

Fri 4 Nov Flu Vaccinations  

Weds 9 Nov Year 3 Hill End Trip 

Weds 9 Nov Parents Evening 

Thurs 9 Nov Parents Evening 

Tues 20 Dec  Last day of Autumn Term 

Mon 3 Jan Bank Holiday 

Tues 4 Jan INSET Day 

Weds 5 Jan First Day of Spring Term 

 


