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From the Head 
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Thank you again parents for all your feedback in recent 

weeks. It was fantastic to finally ‘meet’ many of you in our 

parent Zoom meetings last week. As a result of your 

feedback, you should now be seeing the following changes 

to our remote learning programme:   
• More flexibility (particularly for infants)

• Lessons at regular times each day/week
• Less live lessons with younger students
• Additional ‘social time’ Zooms in Reception

• ‘Take-home’ reading book system for Infant classes

• Challenges in Maths in Year 2
• Screen free afternoons for Year 1 and 2
• Catch-ups with parents arranged
• Materials/Timetables provided well in advance.

Parents will have heard the news that schools in England 

will not open until at least 8 March. This is not the news 

most of us wanted to hear, but there is light at the end of 

the tunnel. Cases are falling significantly in West Oxfordshire 

and the Cotswold areas and around 7.5 million people 

nationally, have now received their first vaccination, so I am 

optimistic for the future and our hopefully opening again in 

Early March. In the meantime, we will do our best to keep 

our children purposefully engaged, motivated and learning 

for the next few weeks. Let’s stay safe and stay positive – 

we can do this! 

I would like to catch up with parents after half term to talk 
about something other than Covid-19! I have arranged a 
‘Meet the Headteacher’ Zoom session where I will present 
to parents some of my beliefs about education and my initial 
thoughts about the direction of Kingham Primary School in 
the coming years. The Zoom session will be held on 
Wednesday 24 February at 4pm and will be limited to 100 
people. The link to the meeting is here. If there is demand 
for more than 100 people then I will arrange another date 
in the future. 

Short Story Competition 

Oxfordshire Libraries have 
recently launched a short story 
competition for children aged 5-
11. This is your opportunity to
get creative and win the chance
to have your own short story
published.  The winners will see
their entries published as an
eBook and available via the
library website later in the year.   The closing date for entries
is 21 February 2021.  Winners will be published in May.
Click on this link for more details.

 

Children’s Mental Health Week – ‘Express Yourself’ 
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Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this 

year is ‘Express Yourself’ and we are encouraging students 

(and parents) to explore the different ways we can express 

ourselves.  

Given that the past year will have left many of us feeling ‘out 

of kilter’, supporting young people to express themselves is 

arguably more important than ever. Finding creative, 

enjoyable ways to share our thoughts, feelings and ideas 

can make us feel good and help our mental health, 

especially when we face tough situations or difficult times 

just like we are at the moment with lockdown. 

Self-expression is a great way to relieve stress and free our 

minds. Self-expression can help us to reflect on our actions, 

decisions, relationships, beliefs, and thoughts — rather than 

keep them buried deep down. 

Children can do this in many ways. Some may express 

themselves through art, music, and writing, some through 

dance and drama, photography and film, and others just 

from doing activities they enjoy such as walking the dog or 

cycling. This is exactly what we want to encourage next 

week. We would love it if children could think about their 

existing interests or passions, think about what has got 

them through the past year. A love of dancing? Baking? 

Drawing? Fashion? And then send us a short video, photo, 

or work of art of your child expressing themselves. 

Depending on what we receive, we will find a way to present 

our Kingham children expressing themselves, either through 

a video montage or some form of exhibition.  

Children in Years 1 to 6 can post their images onto the 

whole school Google Classroom. Once logged in to the 

Classroom area simple click on the + in the top right hand 

corner and enter the code q2s5caj.  

Reception and Nursery students do not have access to 

Kingham Google accounts yet and so will need to send via 

the class email. 

On Friday 5th February, it will be ‘Dress to Express Day’ This 

means that on Friday children can wear their favourite colour 

or choose a range of colours that express how they are 

feeling.        

We can’t wait to see you ‘Express Yourselves! 

Diary 

Fri12 Feb Last day of half term 
Mon 22 Feb School starts back 
Weds 24 Feb ‘Meet the new Headteacher’ Zoom meeting 
Weds 24 Feb KPSA meeting 8pm 
Weds 31 Mar Last day of Spring Term 

Always learning to be our best 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88481395174?pwd=YjA2ZkhmYmhyWlhLcldhZFBnWkFwQT09
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/ebook-short-story-competition?utm_source=FURL-1&utm_medium=shortstorycompetition&utm_term=129874&utm_campaign=shortstorycompetition



